378                                          -             Firebrand
"If I were Rothschild I would walk in a worn coat with an
umbrella in my hand. I would not mind being pushed in the
street or compelled to crawl in the mud to avoid being run
over by a cab. My awareness of being Rothschild would be
enough to fill me with joy at such moments. . . . Oh, let
this insolent general insult me at the relay post where both
of us are waiting for horses; if he knew who I am, he wouM
run to harness them himself and would help me into my un-
assuming coach."
When he wearies of his power he will distribute his
money; he will not need it himself. "The simple realization
that I had millions in my hands and that I threw them into
the mud will feed me in my desert." Thus, just as Raskolni-
kov does not need the stolen money, so Dolgoruky does not
need the money he has earned. Both merely want to acquire
the "calm and solitary consciousness of their strength."
Raskolnikov, however, strives for the goal as a proud man
and Dolgoruky as a humble man. Raskolnikov kills and steals,
and risks being sent to Siberia in order to achieve power;
Dolgoruky chooses a cautious and inglorious method: he ac-
cumulates money 'which he thinks, "is the only means that
enables the most obvious ciphers to achieve first place."
But how can he enrich himself? He studies the people
around him. All of them hope for wealth, comfort. All of
them would do anything to get it. Must one sell oneself?
Anna Andrevna light-mindedly sells herself. Must one coun-
terfeit a bank check or a bond? Stebelkov counterfeits.
Blackmail? Lambert and Trishatov do not refrain from this
method. The boy does not belong to this predatory species.
He is humble, although his honesty springs only from fear.
He does not earn his money in the dangerous way; he saves
it penny by penny. He reduces his diet to bread and water.